



























































Korean Studies at the Ateneo de Manila University:
A Case Study on International Collaboration and Academic
Sustainability

Aurea C. Javier
Ateneo de Manila University

This paper explores the establishment of the Korean Studies Program (KSP) at the
Ateneo de Manila University, following the framework we developed as we sought
support from our first major funder. It highlights the foundational support provided
by the Academy of Korean Studies (AKS) and the Korea Foundation (KF) in laying the
groundwork for our program. These organizations were instrumental in developing
academic courses, training faculty, and pursuing Korea-related research initiatives. The
paper also examines the roles of the King Sejong Institute Foundation (KSIF) and the
National Institute for International Education (NIED) as key partners in advancing Korean
language and cultural promotion within the context of higher education. Furthermore,
it underscores the importance of our collaborations with Korean universities, industry
partners, and cultural organizations, which have contributed to enhancing academic
offerings and fostering cross-cultural engagement. Through this case study, the paper
provides insights into building robust and sustainable academic programs through
strategic international and local partnerships, addressing both institutional needs and
global education trends.
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Fostering a Sense of Community in Southern Europe Korean
Studies through Academic Exchanges and New Technologies

Alvaro Trigo
University of Salamanca

For obvious reasons Korean Studies experts prioritize enhancing cooperation with
Korean institutions because the study areas are intrinsically related to the Korean
peninsula. However, cooperation at a regional level can mutually benefit both our staff
and students and the development of Korean studies if systematically conducted. In
that sense, even though we are enjoying a certain degree of short-term staff mobility
thanks to the Erasmus+ program, in Spain we are missing more Erasmus agreements
that allow students to pursue part of their studies at another European Institution. Even
though their goal may be to study in Korea | do believe that Erasmus exchanges can
mutually benefit our institutions since the expertise areas within Korean studies can
vary from one institution to another. However, one of the obstacles that hinder the
students exchange are the differences between Korean Studies programs from all
around Europe. This happens in part because students expect to be able to recognize
their ECTS after they spend a semester or an academic year abroad. Another missing
element is arguably the sense of community. In relation to new technologies, | would
like to propose the creation of a shared virtual space for Korean Studies using one of
the available metaverse technologies among interested institutions. Such space could
become a place to share information, resources and even conduct language exchanges
among students going beyond the role of other more traditional information channels
such as SNS.
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Global Opportunities in Teaching: Experiences from Tiibingen

You Jae Lee & Thomas Eichert
University of Tibingen

The Korean Studies program at the University of Tubingen is characterized by a
strong international orientation toward Korea. In the Bachelor's program, a mandatory
exchange year in Korea is integrated, managed through the Tibingen Center for Korean
Studies at Korea University (TUCKU). At the Master’s level, a dual degree program has
been established between the University of Tibingen and Seoul National University.
Doctoral students regularly participate in workshops with peers from Korea University,
Yonsei University, Seoul National University, and Sungkyunkwan University as part of
the BK21+ initiative. In recent years, international cooperation has expanded to include
European and American universities. The Civis KF e-School consortium, launched in
2021, involves today seven European universities and offers teaching units for both
undergraduate and graduate students. Furthermore, in 2024, a PhD network was
established with UCLA, further strengthening global academic collaboration.
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Sociales, Paris. She is a Professor at the East Asian Studies bachelor's degree program
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Cristina Bahon Arnaiz is an Assistant Professor in the Department of East Asian
Studies and a Research Member at CEAO (Center of East Asian Studies) at the
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