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Pyongyang is actively involved in the theatre of dramatic action taking 
place on the Korean peninsula. This presentation will discuss how the 
rapid transitions between political epochs from early history to nowadays 
have influenced the urban planning and development of Pyongyang. Even 
though the North Koreans with the support of some East European 
countries have made every effort to create the ideal socialist city, 
Pyongyang nonetheless has inherited many features of urban planning 
and architecture from the kingdom and colonial periods. However, 
dynamic marketization, beginning as a response to the economic crisis of 
the mid-1990s, has instigated a metamorphosis transforming Pyongyang 
into a post-socialist city before our eyes. 
 
 
Pavel P. Em is a Visiting Scholar at the Seoul National University Asia 
Center (SNUAC) from March 2022. Before that Pavel was a Visiting 
Research Fellow at the Institute for Far Eastern Studies, Kyungnam 
University. Pavel obtained a Ph.D. degree in Urban Geography from the 
Moscow State University in 2013. He took post-doctoral programs at 
l’École des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS) in Paris (2017-
2018) and at the Leiden University (2018-2019), each lasting one year. 
The results of his work are published in journal articles and in a book. 
Pavel has presented findings as a guest speaker in a number of 
institutions (SOAS University of London, Vienna University, Doshisha 
University), and as a speaker at many conferences both in Korean studies 
and geography. His research projects were supported by Korea 
Foundation (2017), the Academy of Korean Studies (2018), and the IFES 
MOU (2021). 
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