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Abstract

The Disappearance of Collective
Defense Initiative to Northeast Asia
of the U.S. in Post-war era:

Considering U.S.-China Relation

Jiwon Yoon
Dept. of Political Science and International Relations
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Since the end of World War II and the beginning of the Cold
War, The United States devised regional collective defenses to contain
the Communist bloc. NATO is an great example of this plan which was
applied to Europe and Asia universally. The U.S. devised a wide
regional collective defense in Asia-Pacific. However, it was difficult to
realize this idea because there were too many problems that were hard
to solved. Thus the U.S. divided the original idea into smaller areas. At
that time the U.S. considered a regional collective defense in Northeast
Asia, with establishment of ANZUS and SEATO. This consideration
named ‘Western Pacific Collective Defense’ was consisted of South
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Korea, Japan, Taiwan and Philippines, but the actual members were
three countries except Philippines because she had already joined
SEATO.

The idea of ‘Western Pacific Collective Defense’ was listed in
Far East policy of the U.S. in 1954. However this clause was deleted in
and ‘how’ this
clause was disappeared. Therefore the main topic of this dissertation is
‘Why did the idea of Western Pacific Collective Defense in the U.S.,
which began in 1954, disappeared in 1959?°

b

1959. This dissertation pursue to find out ‘why

In fact around 1954, ROK, Japan and Taiwan already signed in
bilateral security treaty with the US. and ‘Western Pacific Collective
Defense’ was almost impossible idea to realize, because too many
troublesome problems existed. First of all, The relationship of ROK and
Japan, the tentative member of the idea, was worst at that time.
Additionally Japan, that was expected by the U.S. to play a leading role
in collective defense, took passive stance continually. Though many
people, including John Foster Dulles, agreed ‘Western Pacific
Collective Defense’ and this idea was listed in Far East Policy. What
this dissertation wants to find is why ‘Western Pacific Collective
Defense’ was erased just five years later, although the U.S. had
already known its hard conditions for establishment from the beginning.

This dissertation found a clue from relation of the U.S.-China at
that time. While 5 years, from 1954 to 1959, ‘Western Pacific
Collective Defense’ had gradually declined as the U.S. had softened its
policy toward China. In the early and mid-1950s, anti-Communism had
strong power in the U.S. society but as time went by, it gradually
weakened. Moreover China had expanded its power in international
society. Accordingly the U.S., had taken firm stand to China, should
change its own policy to China because of changed conditions. Under
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these circumstances, it would have been hard to include Taiwan in
collective defense, since Taiwan issue was sensitive to China.

Therefore it can be summed up that the change in the U.S.
perception and policy toward China eventually affected delete of
‘Western Pacific Collective Defense’ from Far East policy at that
time. This study is meaningful in that it viewed the U.S.-China relations
in the context of the disappearance of the collective defense initiative
in Northeast Asia. Now that China became more powerful, it 1is
important to know about history of relationship between the two
powers, the US. and China. Hopefully, this dissertation helps further
related research.

keywords : Northeast Asia, Collective defense, The U.S.-China Relations,
Cold War period, Policy of United States toward Asia
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