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Abstract

The Influence of External Forces in the Dictatorship’s
Regime Transition: A Comparison between Syria
and Libya

JOng Chel Lee seoul national University

The Syrian civil revolution and the Libyan civil revolution in 2011
overthrew Gaddafi’s regime in Libya, but Assad’s regime in Syria survived.
It can be confirmed that the Syrian civil revolution and the Libyan civil
revolution had a similar development pattern in the regime’s severe
bloody suppression on the protesters, the arming of the protesters, and the
escalation into civil war. The difference is that the UN adopted a resolution
and pursued military intervention in Libya according to the “Responsibility
to Protect (R2p)”, but the resolution was rejected, and no military action
was taken in Syria. In Libya, the military actions of external forces played
a decisive role in the collapse of the regime, and in Syria, the regime
survived by restraining the military actions of external forces under the
protection of a power such as Russia. Usually, in order for a dictatorship to
collapse the resistance level of the resistance forces must be high and the
degree of division of the ruling forces must be large. Even if the resistance
level of the resistance forces is high, if the ruling forces are not divided
or the degree of division is small, the regime is highly likely to survive.
However, even if the resistance level of the resistance forces is high and
the degree of division of the ruling forces is small, if the actions of external
forces operate, the dictatorship can collapse. Even if the resistance level

of the resistance forces is high and the degree of division of the ruling
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forces is small, the influence of external forces can determine whether
the dictatorship will be changed. In other words, when external forces
help the resistance forces, the dictatorship is changed, and when external
forces help the ruling forces, the dictatorship is maintained without regime
transition. If some external forces help the resistance forces and some
external forces help the ruling forces, depending on which of the external
forces helping the resistance forces and the external forces that help the
ruling forces is stronger, the result goes according to the demands of the
stronger side. It can be confirmed by comparing the Syrian civil revolution
and the Libyan civil revolution that the ‘exogenous variable’ of external
forces in addition to the ‘endogenous variables’ such as resistance forces

and ruling forces are valid as a condition for transition of the dictatorship.

Keywords | regime transition, dictatorship, external forces, influence of

external forces, Responsibility to Protect (r2p)



