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Abstract

A Methodological Reflection on African Studies in
Korea and a Review for Research Topics

Geon Soo Han Kangwon National University

Researches in African studies in Korea began to accumulate only in the
second millennium. The early studies are mainly comprised of studies
focused on introducing and reviewing foreign scholars’ researches in the
fields of politics and economics. The foundation of the Department of
Swahili Language at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in 1983 marked
a point of initiation in the education of Korean academics in the field of
African language and literature. In addition, in mid-1990’s, Korean scholars’
researches on Africa began to expand in various academic disciplines. They
began to situate each discipline’s theoretical and topical issues in African
studies. Nevertheless, the research quality of the African studies in Korea
remains at its infant stage. This partially owes to the lack of academic
competition and debates between scholars educated in the department of
African language and scholars trained in various other disciplines whose
research topics are related to Africa. This makes African studies a marginary
field of study unable to integrate into the mainstream academic fields in
the Korean academia.

To settle down as an established academic field in in Korea, African
studies needs to develop with a higher level of theoretical sophistication
and methodological reflection. More opportunities for field research in

Africa should be made available, as well. Korean scholars should also be
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encouraged to find creative research topics in order to come up with a
distinctive perspective of their own, instead of recounting the researches
by foreign scholars. Research funds and educational institutions for African
studies in Korea are significantly lacking, they must also increase in
number. Specifically, it would be important to support top universities, so
that their outstanding students could be convinced to become the leading
scholars of the next generation in the African studies of Korea, as there
is an urgent need for African studies specialists with excellent academic
ability. These examples of systematic support must be provided in order

for the field of African studies in Korea to develop.

Keywords | Africa, area studies, topic and disciplinary approach
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