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Abstract

Turkish Literature:
Research Trends and Translations in Korea

Nan A Lee Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

This paper examines Turkish literature in Korea. Specifically, it examines
the general history of Turkish literature, the trends of research in each
genre of Turkish literature in Korea heretofore, aspects of research areas,
research tendency of each area, aspects of Master’s theses and doctoral
dissertations, and works of Turkish literature translated into Korean. Then,
this paper suggests directions for future research.

Although researchers are inadequate in both countries, they have made
some progress in various fields, while participating in exchange programs.
Ever since the cultural agreement between the two countries was signed
in 1972, there has been a continual exchange between the two in diverse
cultural fields. However, it can be said that such cultural exchange
opportunities were the least effective in the field of literature.

True, a small number of Turkish scholars have presented numerous
papers through Korean academic journals. However, we should stop
paying attention to only the so-called “international” Turkish authors. We
should also move away from obsessing about the Korean War, where the
two countries’ common history lies, without considering the whole context
of the Turkish literary history.

Furthermore, it should be pointed out that the researches of each Korean

scholar are heavily concentrated in his or her topic of Master’s thesis or



doctoral dissertation. Researches by Korean scholars are also much more
concentrated in modern Turkish literature than in pre-modern Turkish
literature.

It is expected that symbolism and the theme of cultural integration in
Turkish literature will lead the next wave of research trend.

Translation is the main index for measuring the popularity of a country’
s literature in a foreign country, the accepted standard for checking its
rank at the worldly level. This is why this paper also pays attention to a
list of works of Turkish literature translated into Korean. Doing so, this
paper emphasizes that Turkish literature is the only Asian literature (with the
exception of China and Japan) that has drastically increased in the number of its
translations into Korean. This paper concludes that more funding support is
needed for building research infrastructure for studies in Turkish literature,
which is growing rapidly towards the center of world literature. Education
for the future generation of scholars, publication of introductory books on
Turkish literature, and interdisciplinary researches must be supported. I

hope this research can serve as an interim report urging the change.

Keywords | Turkish literature, literature in translation, Korean-Turkish

relations, cultural exchange
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