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Abstract

Review of Korean Studies on Cambodia and Laos:
Trends and Issues

Mi Kyeng Jeong Seoul National University Asia Center

This study provides in-depth analysis on the regional studies of
Cambodia and Laos conducted in Korea since 1990s, in order to offer
detailed specifics on regional issues and future research direction. With the
restoration of diplomatic relations with Cambodia and Laos, there has been
an increased call for the need of regional studies on these areas, along with
the rise in foreign aid. Historically speaking, Cambodia and Laos restored
their diplomatic and economic ties with Western nations at the time of
their declaration for economic reform mid-twentieth century.

As for the case of their relationship with Korea, Laos formed its
diplomatic ties with Korea in 1995, and Cambodia, in 1997, which opened
up economic, human, and material exchanges between Korean and the
two countries. Since there has been a twenty-year gap of missing academic
research during the period of broken ties, only limited researches could be
carried out by interested scholars, and the same goes for Cambodia and
Laos studies in the fields of humanities and social sciences. Despite these
drawbacks, however, efforts for researches on Cambodia and Laos must
not go regarded as unimportant. This study analyzes researches conducted

on these two regions provide practical research direction.

Keywords | Cambodia, Laos, Regional Studies, Korea



