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Abstract

Collecting, Sharing, and Consuming Popular
Cultures: On “Popular Culture Museums”

Ishita Saeko Osaka City University

The number of the museums in Japan has increased steadily since World
War II, reaching its peak in 2008. There are roughly 7000-8000 museums in
different areas of Japan today. Particularly, a new type of museum came to
be recognized since the early 21st century, a type not of the “Temple” art
museum displaying the authentic “Culture,” but a type that displays popu-
lar cultures.

In this paper, T would like to propose a research framework for the
museums of this new type, which I term “the popular culture museums,”
and examine their significance. The establishment of “the popular culture
museums’ can be expected to take on two different directions. One, the
museum, which had been a place for only high arts and cultural heritage,
is renewed with “popular culture”™ displays, with which the visitor’s experi-
ence also become a part of the “popular culture.” Two, the museum be-
comes a kind of a “sacred site,” formed by collecting and displaying popu-
lar culture as a change from the tradition.

While there are 5 major genres—comics, TV-dramas, movies, music, and
fashion industry—they differ in their degree of influence in the global mar-
ket. Depending on the museum’s relationship to its local community, as
well as to tourism industry, each genre holds a different economic value in

the global market. Which genres have been representing the soft power of
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each country? How do they each embody the popular museums with the
national discourse of the country they belong to? A comparative East Asian
study on these issues provides an interesting research theme dealing with

the collecting, sharing, and consumption of the popular culture.

Keywords | popular culture, mass culture, popular culture museum, post

museum, global market






