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Abstract

Tracking the Academic Trends in Malaysian Studies
in Korea

Hyung-Jong Kim Changwon National University

Past researches in Malaysian studies and recent academic interests by
Korean scholars in Korea have reflected the shifting relationship between
Malaysia and Korea, political or economic. Quantitatively speaking,
Malaysian studies in Korea has developed drastically since the 1990’s, when
all sorts of researches began to appear in the forms of PhD dissertations,
MA theses, journal articles, books, etc. Such an expansion of Malaysian
studies in Korea was stimulated by historical events, such as the Asian
economic crisis, the increased interests in Islamic banking, or the spread
of the ‘Korean wave.” The research environment of Malaysia reputed as
being appropriate for learning English and for having strong university
infrastructures, etc. has also been a positive factor in this expansion. To
provide for the sustainable development of Malaysian studies in Korea,
this paper suggests that academic networks should be newly arranged
accordingly to their specific areas of interest. Moreover, it would also be
important to allow new researchers of various areas to network with each

other.

Keywords | Malaysia, Korea, Southeast Asia, area studies, case studies



