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Abstract

Boundaries and Beyond Boundaries:
Quemoy, as Seen from the Perspective of East Asia

Bo-Wei Chiang National Quemoy University

Quemoy (inmen®?), located to the west of the Taiwan Strait and beyond
the mouths of the Jiulong River, Xiamen Bay, and Weitou Bay in Minnan,33
is a landmark that stands as a strong fortress wall ‘proudly safeguarding
the gate of the sea.’ It has been a critical point in coastal defense since
the latter half of the 14th century. Since its transformation into an outpost
during the China-Taiwan confrontation period and the Cold War (1949~1992),
the space of Quemoy and its society have become a highly militarized
zone.

This study on Quemoy is focused on analyzing the previous scholarship
of the most recent 20 years, emphasizing the need for researches on
Quemoy in relation to the studies of humanities, social sciences, and
Taiwanese history as a whole. Firstly, as one of the original places of
domicile where the early immigrants had settled in Taiwan, during the
Age of Exploration, Quemoy became established as a center in the Age
of Exploration, after undergoing the phase of frequent migration and
reclamation. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the compilation of

chorography (difangzhi reinforced the autonomy of Quemoy, and revealed

32 Hanyu Pinyin Romanization. aka. Chinmen in the Wades-Giles romanization.

33 Tt refers to the southern area of Fujian Province in China.
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the relationship between the state and the great families (dazw) of the
provinces. The intangible and tangible cultural heritages left by Quemoy
have become an important site of research in the areas of architectural
history, religious studies, and local customs. Secondly, this study analyzes
the development of social groups and capital, as well as the cultural
transmission which flowed across boundaries and the overseas Chinese
community (giaoxiang) society, overseas Chinese families, and overseas
Chinese clan associations (buiguan) in Quemoy since the modern era.
Thirdly, it will analyze the society of Quemoy as an island of the Cold War
since 1949. It will also review early modern records on demilitarization.
Finally, this study suggests a new direction for Quemology, which calls
for the linking of the area studies on Quemoy more closely with those
of regional history, ethno-national history, and world history, thereby
highlighting the importance of exchange between diverse academic

disciplines.

Keywords | Minnan culture, Quemology, research on overseas Chinese

communities, Cold War history, sociocultural history



