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Abstract

Recontextualizing the Histories of Korea and Japan
in the Perspective of East Asian History

Miyajima Hiroshi Sungkyunkwan University

In this paper, I discuss the writerly motives behind my two recent books,
Miyajima Hiroshi, My Understanding of Korean History and Criticizing
the Japanese Historical View, recounting my main arguments and tackling
unresolved issues in each. While the former was written as an attempt to
understand Korean history in a new light, the latter was written with the
intention to criticize the Japanese scholars’ perception of their history as
conventionally accepted in the Japanese history academia. I argue in this
paper that the themes of each book, despite their seeming irrelevance, are
in fact deeply related to each other. T argue so because the popular view of
Korean scholars of Korean history, namely the ‘internal development theory’
is very similar to the common perception of Japanese history by Japanese
scholars, the view of Japanese Feudalism.” This is because their approaches
to understanding Korean history or Japanese history are both modeled on
the interpretation of the Western historical development. Drawing attention
to this fact, T point out in this paper that, in my two books, T have tried to
find a new way of understanding East Asian history, with which the two
dominating views of Korean history and Japanese history may be replaced in

a new context.

Keywords | East Asian history, internal development theory, peasant society

theory, historical conflict






