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Abstract

The 1954 Geneva Conference
and the International Relations

on the Korean Peninsula

-the Formation of the System of Division-

JEONGHYUN OH
Dept. of Political Science and International Relations
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to extend the temporal scope that
stipulated the division of the Korean Peninsula as the “1953
System” by looking at the case of the 1954 Geneva Conference
and furthermore, to describe the Cold War of East Asia that was
prevalent on the Korean Peninsula from various perspectives.

The 1954 Geneva Conference was held for two months to
follow up on the Military Armistice Agreement, which proposed
the need for a conference to establish the peace on the Korean
Peninsula. This conference was intended to replace the Military
Armistice Agreement, which had suspended the combat between
the China and North Korea and the U.N. forces, and ultimately

strove to establish the peace on the Korean Peninsula in the
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political level. Although the conference discussed topics that had
not been resolved through the Armistice Agreement, such as
political issues like the withdrawal of the foreign militaries from
the Peninsula and the arrangement of an of election, it failed to
produce fruitful outcomes. This resulted in the unintended, yet
natural transition of the military agreement into the division that
we see today. Therefore, the roots of the Cold War on the
Korean Peninsula grew deeper and more permanent.

This study explains that the 1954 Geneva Conference failed
to achieve the primary objective of the U.S. Eisenhower
Administration, reaching unification through conditional
neutralization of the Peninsula, due to the adversary game with
People’s Republic of China and alliance game with the Republic
of Korea. Pre-existing research has not simultaneously examined
these two variables, so this research takes a closer look at some
important features of the international relations of the Korean
Peninsula utilizing the primary data from the United States,
China and Korea.

Firstly, the armistice system, which is the core structure on
the Korean Peninsula, is the product of the Cold War in East
Asia. Even through the Cold War may have originated from the
competition between the United States and Soviet Union, it
evolved into a major competition between the United States and
China in East Asia after the Korean War. In order to manage
stability in the Peninsula, the United States implemented The New
Look Policy to change the state of the Peninsula through the
conditional neutralization that were correspondent to the national
interest. On the other hand, China preferred to maintain the
status quo. As a consequence, the two different perspectives on

how to manage stability in the Peninsula resulted to the
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systematization of the division.

Secondly, not only is the competition for national interest in
the field of international politics shown through hostile
relationships, but in allied relationships as well. The formation of
the alliance between the Republic of Korea and the United States
covered the time period from the Mutual Defense Treaty to the
exchange of the ratification instrument, which overlapped with
the 1954 Geneva Conference. Both states played a round of
tug-of-war during the ratification process in the midst of
conflicts on multiple issues. For instance, South Korea President
Syngman Rhee attempted to use the Geneva Conference as an
opportunity to establish regime security and expedite
nation-building while the United States attempted to deploy its
East Asia strategy with Japan as the core pillar.

The Korean Peninsula still exists in an unstable state, even
70 years after the outbreak of the Korean War. This study
confirms that the dynamic structure of the international relations
on the Korean Peninsula, which has prolonged the state of
division, is formed by the complex application of the
characteristics of the international politics that are trilaterally
intertwined through the adversary, alliance and the domestic

politics.
keywords : The Geneva Conference, Division System, Korean

Peninsula, Alliance game, Adversary game, ROK-U.S. Alliance
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