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Ax 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016
THHEd 5 13,920 13,510 12,979 12,897 12,302
Bt 0] 4,766.1 7,179.3 10,950.5 1,4610.2 18,9157
(RMB 10,000)

QA 24291/ | 1,638.6 (34.4) | 23187 (32.3) | 3,410.5 (3L.1) | 4,548.3 (31.1) | 57035 (30.1)
el (%) 853.6 (17.9) | 1,212.1 (16.9) | 1,750.4 (16.0) | 2,242.3 (153) | 2,664.1 (14.1)
JASkAF 249/ | 2,635.0 (55.3) | 4,121.4 (57.4) | 6,385.2 (58.3) | 8,600.7 (58.9) | 11,017.9 (58.2)
oFERl(%) 1,154.1 (24.2) | 1,788.6 (24.9) | 2,638.4 (24.1) | 3,306.4 (22.6) | 3,814.7 (20.2)
B W2 T(%) 3723 (7.8)| 5869 (82)| 8928 (82)|1,1259 (7.7)| 1,727.0 (9.1

A ERTDAMEEERR, TEAFAAR 2009, 2013, 2015, 2017.
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HeolA Aubalis oFE FRo) Bl £ TUUAAANA E o2 54
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Abstract

China’s Governmentality and the Economic and Po-
litical Differentiation of Public Hospitals

Woojong Moon Hanyang University

In this paper, I explore the economic and political differentiation of
China’s public hospitals and argue that this process is closely associated
with the Chinese Communist Party’s governmentality. According to
Foucault, governmentality is intimately related to power relations and ruling
strategy to configure the health, social, and economic lives of individuals
and populations in a specific way. Public hospitals have played a main
role in China’s healthcare system since the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China. Regardless of China’s market-oriented transition and the
government’s withdrawal from social welfare provision in the 1980s and
1990s, socialist ideology and practices have been consistently imposed on
public hospitals. Nevertheless, hospitals’ financial situation was exacerbated
and had to find various informal ways for survival. This resulted in doctors’
over-prescriptions, informal payments from patients to doctors, soaring
individual healthcare spending, and increasing medical disputes. In 2009,
China’s new healthcare reform began to address these problems. Despite
some successes, hospitals have been increasingly differentiated by their
grades, medical services, and patients’ socioeconomic status. Higher-grade
hospitals pursue their growth on China’s neoliberal and developmental
governmentality. On the other hand, lower-grade public hospitals, which

depend more on government subsidies, are used as places for increasing



medical accessibility and socialist propaganda to strengthen the ideological

legitimacy of the Chinese Communist Party.

Keywords | The People’s Republic of China, governmentality, public

hospital, healthcare reform, neoliberalism, socialism
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