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Abstract

Re-thinking the Korean Developmental State:
A Path-dependency Approach

Suk-man Hwang Changwon National University

While the developmental state theory is known to successfully ex-
plain the East-Asian economic development, it has often been criticized
for lacking a historical perspective. This paper attempts to overcome this
shortcoming by examining the historical factors that preceded the develop-
ment, which have influenced the working of Korean developmental state.
Incorporating these historical factors, this paper takes a path-dependent
approach to broaden the scope of the developmental state theory, so as to

deepen our understanding of it.

Keywords | Korean developmental state, Korean economic development,

Path-dependency theory



