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(Cressey, 19602] A|GA|2] AEA], 52| Lrongrigg, 197002] AFSJA2]8HE] A, ]
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53] Fad Ao sl Atshe AstAE] =99 Aol Atk F=ol
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gk vighA Asf| Aol AlmE|Qlar, T1of whet B]R] A Shcritical geopolitics)'©] 53
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Abstract

Trends and Issues of Modern and Contemporary
Geographers’ Studies on Asia

Kang-Won Lee Chonbuk National University

The purposes of this paper is to review the character of modern and
contemporary geographers’ studies on Asia and to suggest some agenda for
studies on Asia for future Korean geographers. First, the spatial boundary
and the classification of sub-regions of Asia are discussed. Second, the
geographers’ studies on Asia done during the period of imperialism and
the World Wars are reviewed in the geopolitical and academic context,
especially Richthofen’s China study, the Lop-Nor debate, and geopolitical
research. Third, the character of geographers’ studies on Asia during
the periods of Cold War and the post Cold War is reviewed. During the
Cold War period, geography as an academic discipline emphasized the
importance of scientification, and neglected the regional geographical
research. Therefore, geographers’ studies on Asia also decreased in number.
However, during the period of post Cold War, geographers’ studies on Asia
were undertaken again. Finally, this paper outlines some agenda for studies
of Asia for future Korean geographers as follows: the compilation of
regional geography at the scale of subcontinents or nation, geopolinomical
awareness in the research of human geography, and the consideration of

environmentalism as an important frame of research.

Keywords | geography, Asia, geopolitics, environmentalism, regional

geography




