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IR 48,022 52,595 54,385 56,053 55,541 54,339 54,641

ZA]: SIPRI Military Expenditure Database
http://milexdata.sipri.org(FAMY: 2012. 4. 15).
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Z2]: World Bank Database
http://data.worldbank.org(FA Q: 2012. 4. 15).
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Abstract

A Theoretical Review of the Prospects for US-China-
Japan Relations: Balance-of-Threat/Threat Transition
Theories as Integrative Approaches

Wookhee Shin seoul National University

The future of East Asian international relations will depend on the
prospects of US-China-Japan relations: a trilateral relationship that
combines US-China, US-Japan, and China-Japan bilateral relations. While
post-Cold War US-China relations show the dynamics of cooperation and
conflict, US-Japan relations present a continuity of cooperation, and China-
Japan relations expose the possibility of conflict.

This article tries to review and synthesize theoretical studies that
have analyzed the characteristics of this trilateral relationship and made
predictions about it. Firstly, it deals with balance-of-power and power
transition theories that focus on the change and result of the material
capabilities of these three states. Secondly, it examines democratic
peace, clash of civilizations, and post-colonial theories emphasizing their
ideational aspects and application to the trilateral relationship. Lastly, it
considers balance-of-threat and threat transition theories which integrate
material and ideational factors, and points out the relevance of threat

transition theory in predicting the prospects for US-China-Japan relations.

Keywords | US-China-Japan relations, balance of power, power transition,
democratic peace, clash of civilizations, post-colonialism, balance of threat,

threat transition



