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i ] Aes HEe AR ARE WA et au, 1989 3)
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Abstract

The Shifting Center of Christianity and the Theology
of Tao

Heup Young Kim Kangnam University

One cannot deny that Western Christianity provided the foundation for
the Western thought, and that it continues to influence the contemporary
Western civilization. Likewise, Confucianism provided the traditional basis
for the East Asian cultures, such as that of Korea, China, Japan, Singapore,
and Vietnam. Therefore, a comparative study through the examination of
interreligious dialogue between the Confucian thought and the Christian
theology is necessary for our understanding of the situation of East Asia
vis-a-vis the contemporary Western civilization built upon the Western
thought. Furthermore, the center of Christianity is no longer Europe—
the home of Christendom—and North America, but rather, it has shifted
to Africa, Latin America, and Asia. In this new map of the globalizing
Christianity, the East Asian theology becomes significant for its bond
with Confucianism, the last of the religio-cultural traditions historically
encountered by Christianity. This paper examines the encounter between
the Western Christian theology (the basis of Western civilization) and the Confucian
thought (the basis of the East Asian cultures), by drawing on two examples of a
Confucian-Christian dialogue (between Wang Yang-ming and Karl Barth, and between
Yi Hwang and John Calvin). By doing so, this paper argues for the “theology of
Tao” as the alternative paradigm in the new context of the center-shifting,

globalizing Christianity.
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