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Abstract

The State-initiated Development of Bioscience
and the Emergence of Biocitizenship in East Asian
Countries

Kiheung Kim posTECH

The purpose of this paper is to examine the similarities in the state-
initiated strategies within the development of biosciences in East Asian
countries. In particular, this study focuses on how the state-initiated strate-
gies for knowledge economies have been developed since the mid-1990s.
This strategic change in the bioscientific development has provided a turn-
ing point that which has allowed us to detect the significance of the roles
that science and technology play in East Asian societies. Furthermore, this
new strategic turn has also played an important role in the formation of
identities of the Korean citizens as “social actors.” This study looks into two
historical incidents that which have influenced the formation of Korean citi-
zens identities: the stem-cell scandal involving Professor Hwang Woosuk,
and the mad-cow controversy. The two incidents reveal the nature of the
state-initiated strategy in developing science and technology in South Korea.
In other words, Korean citizens have come to foster a new form of collec-
tive identity based on their rights to life. This paper suggests that the con-
cept of ‘biocitizenship” be considered in the context of subject formation in

mass, in which the subject is able to demand his/her rights in society.

Keywords | biosciences, zoning technology, biocitizenship, mad-cow dis-

ease, stem cells






