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Abstract

How are We to Understand Asia?
Perceptions and Identities

Kyong-Dong Kim KAIST Business School

Against the backdrop of the notion ‘the 21st century as the Century
of Asia, this paper reviews the characteristics of typical Western views
on Asia, from the incipient phase of modernization, to the stage of its
reactions to Orientalism, and to the current period of Asia as a model of
economic success. Then, this paper examines the views on Asia as seen
from within, including its self-critical attitude prominent during the early
stage of modernization that reflects its admiration for the popular ways of
the West as well as its later attitude of assertiveness with which Asia began
to insist on the ways of their own rather than blindly imitating the West.
In the closing section, the central question of ‘What is Asia?’ is analyzed in
relation to the issues of diversity within Asia, Eurocentric stereotyping of
Asia, alternative discourses on Asia, the status and role of Asia in the 21st
century, and the question of how Asia could make the 21st century the

‘Century of Asia’?

Keywords | The Century of Asia, modernization, Western views of Asia,

Asia’s own self identity, alternative discourses, the role of Asia




