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Abstract

Understanding the Australian Federal System:
Its History and Characteristics

Won Taek Kang Seoul National University

The history founding the Commonwealth of Australia is a factor that
which inevitably affects its political and institutional characteristics. Because
Australia had gained independence from Britain relatively smoothly with
negotiations, it has been able to retain many of the former colonial master’
s legacies in the form of political system. At the same time, however, the
federal system adopted by Australia resembles that of the United States.
Hence, the Australian political system retains a mixture of characteristics
from both the Westminster system and American federalism. The legacies
inherited from Britain have sometimes served as a cause for certain political
conflicts. Despite ongoing institutional revisions, however, it is most likely

that efforts for constitutional reform in Australia will continue to be made.

Keywords | Australia, Westminster system. federalism, parliamentarism,

constitutional reform






