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I will use the transformation of zoning in Taiwan as the case study, together 

with a brief comparison with the Korean case that is argued to go through a 

similar growth trajectory but indeed diverse political-economic restructuring 

process, to explore the changing geopolitical economy in East Asia 

Developmental States (EADS). Three typologies of zoning, in accord with three 

phases of exportism, are identified as export processing zone (EPZ), high-

technology park (HTP) and free trade zone (FTZ). A theory of zoning in EADS 

which including the issue of border, sovereignty and territoriality will be 

proposed. 

 

Dr. Hsu received his Ph.D. degree from the University of California at Berkeley. 

He is a political economic geographer. His research covers the investigation of 

the spatial politics of the interaction between economic neo-liberalization and 

political neo-populism in Taiwan after the economic restructuring and political 

transformation in the late-1980s. Lately, he turned his attention to the dynamics 

and contradictions behind the special zones which prevailed across the East 

Asian developmental states such as Korea, Taiwan and China. The zoning 

phenomena would be investigated by tackling the issues of sovereignty, border, 

and free trade in the geo-political economic process.  

 

Date & Time: Nov. 10 (tues) 2015, 12:00-1:00pm 

Location: SNUAC #406  


