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This talk examines the experience of Guangzhou, China and Incheon, South Korea in hosting 

the 2010 and 2014 Asian Games respectively. the two Asian Games were embedded in 

political economic contexts that showed both similarities and differences. Notable differences 

arose given the domination of the Party State in mainland China, on the one hand, and 

the mutations of the South Korean developmental state on the other hand. Yet, the 

experiences of hosting the Asian Games by Guangzhou and Incheon also testified to the 

importance of local states proactively pursuing economic development through an active 

mobilization of resources to make productive investments. By juxtaposing the experiences of 

Guangzhou and Incheon in their preparation for the Asian Games, this chapter aims to show 

how both cities attempted, sometimes successfully and at other times unsuccessfully, to make 

use of the Asian Games to realise their developmental aspirations by investing heavily in the 

built environment. These attempts included fast-tracking the development process by 

launching ambitious mega-projects as part of channeling capital into the secondary circuit of 

the built environment. As the chapter shows, these efforts were unfortunately speculative and 

debt-driven, placing a heavy burden on each city’s future developmental prospects. 
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