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Abstract

Peace and Solidarity in East Asian Cold War Islands

Keunsik Jung seoul national Universit

East Asia has many “Cold War islands” with similar experiences to Jeju
Island. Ever since it was conquered in 1945, Okinawa has been occupied
by the U.S. military for over 70 years as a naval stronghold. The Kinman
islands of Taiwan have been transformed into a symbol of the Cold War
after having been one of the final battlegrounds of the Chinese Civil War,
and Yeon pyeong Island has turned into a local psychological war zone in
the post-Cold War era, leaving behind the relative peace and prosperity it
enjoyed in the previous years. These islands share a common experience
and identity as Cold War islands.

This article focuses on these islands and how the ideals of peace have
been cast aside, and furthermore contemplates the geopolitical situations
they face in the context of the emergence and disintegration of the Cold
War in East Asia. This paper calls forth a historical-philosophical reflection
on the transnational violence at the regional level that fundamentally
transformed the regional order and people’s right to life. The mutual
understanding and solidarity of these Cold War islands may emerge as
a small but significant factor in promoting peace in East Asia, but more

discussion will be needed to understand how to bring this about.

Keywords | East Asia, Cold War islands, post-Cold War, solidarity, peace



