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Abstract

Vietnamese Studies in Korea

Han Woo Lee Korean Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

Academic interests towards Vietnamese studies in Korea inclined as a
result of people’s political concerns, when Korean troops were dispatched
to South Vietnam in mid 1960s. However, it gradually died out at the end
of the Vietnam War, and it was not until the early 1980s that academic
researches on Vietnam began in Korea. After the launching of the ‘Doi Moi’
reform policy in Vietnam in 1986 and the normalization between South
Korea and Vietnam in 1992, these changes opened up a new relationship
between Korea and Vietnam, and urged Korean scholars to conduct related
researches out of the practical need for knowledge on Vietnam. Korean
scholars were also interested in examining the case of Vietnam in order to
find implications surrounding their unification and social integration after
the unification.

Increasing concerns on Vietnam gave rise to a boom on Vietnamese
Studies from mid 1990s to mid 2000s for roughly 10 years, giving birth to
the second generation of Korean scholars majoring in Vietnam. During
these years, the increasing exchanges between two countries have fostered
a greater need to understand Vietnam. Accordingly, researches on socio-
economic issues and business have shown a drastic increase, which reveals
how closely the Vietnamese studies in Korea are affected by social factors.

For Vietnamese studies to advance in Korea, constant quantitative growth
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should proceed their qualitative improvement.

Keywords | Vietnam, Korea, Southeast Asia, area studies, case studies



