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1971~1980 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
1981~1990 0 7 0 0 0 0 7
1991~2000 3 17 8 0 8 0 30
2001~2010 2 28 7 7 16 0 60
2011~2013 3 13 3 8 12 1 40
=7 8 66 18 16 36 1 145
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Abstract

Myanmar Studies in Korea: Trends and Challenges

Yoon Ah Oh Korea Institute for International Economic Policy

In Korea, Myanmar studies has traditionally been one of the most
underdeveloped fields of Southeast Asian studies, due to its short history,
limited demands for research and training, and inadequate research
environment. However, interest toward Myanmar has grown significantly
over the recent years, together with the rapid political and economic reforms
in Myanmar. This article analyzes the research trends in Myanmar studies in
Korea, and identifies its challenges and opportunities. Based on the analysis
of trends in graduate education, journal articles, book publications, and
research grants, the following observations can be made. First, the overall
size of research output (measured by the total number of publications) has dramatically
increased over the recent years, yet it still remains very small in comparison
to other fields, such as Indonesian or Vietnamese studies. Second, political
science has been the dominant subfield within Myanmar studies in Korea,
although sociology and anthropology have begun to catch up over the
past few years. Finally, it has been also found that, because only a small
number of researchers have been carrying the load, their works have been
overrepresented in the field. Greater institutional attention and support
is needed to meet the rapidly increasing demands for Myanmar-related

research and training and to do so without compromising research quality.

Keywords | Myanmar, Korea, area studies, Myanmar's reform



