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Abstract

Rethinking the Donghak Peasant Revolution
at the Museum of the Sino-Japanese War:
Conceptualizing the 1894 Northeast Asian War

Keunsik Jung seoul National University Asia Center

This study examines the representations of the Donghak Peasant
Revolution of 1894 as a critical event in Korea’s national history, and the
representations of the Sino-Japanese War as a critical event in East Asian
regional history. Existing interpretations of these events can be divided
between the view that treats each event as a separate event on its own,
and the view that treats the two events as an inseparable whole. Yet, the
Donghak Peasant Revolution Memorial Hall in Jeongeup, South Korea, and
the Museum of the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 China in Weihai, China,
both organize their exhibitions based on the former view, following the
example of the War Memorial in Korea.

However, as the two events happened around the time of the collapse
of the China-centric regional order, they must be understood as two
concentric circles of a single regional war mediated by factors such as the
international dispute over the international status of Joseon, Joseon’s equest
for Qing reinforcements, and the right of command exercise by Japan
during the suppression of the Donghak Peasants’ Army. In this context,
the Sino-Japanese war should be better defined as a Northeast Asian War
in which Joseon plays an integral part. Seen this way, the exhibits of the
Donghak Peasant Revolution Memorial Hall should also be reorganized

around a historical vision that which incorporates the Sino-Japanese War
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more actively.

Keywords | Donghak Peasant Revolution, China-Japan War, Northeast

Asian War, war museum, visual representation






