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3]9] Huff, TAAE F LAHo|IL L2 FAE AuhetstA Hof F90tt
20109 119 28%, FIUA] AWl&E7FE0] RhE Z2AFO|E ‘Flygas
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a]lol| FoFsiAl RS dAF] e 87F W2 FUA| FA| 20 vlsl LA
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3t IU(EXJ—‘:}7 it J8u 2t E 7= Al(Muhammad Ghannouchi) 222
R Wl ] | A o] =R &S ZpA|SEA} oof] A7 AW
=9 A97F ASHT 249 20, 22 ARNEE A% A E SIS constitute
Assembly) Td5 875k thqfit Al9P7F RSy AlRlS2] Al9] A& 24
279, Al ek Agich. 28 3 109 239, 19L Vst R A2 @
HE Agab) 91z AR s 2l dAE AN AAE B9 21739 o
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Abstract

Unfinished Revolutions and Precarious Lives:
Ten Years after the Iranian Green Movement and
the Tunisian Revolution

Gi Yeon Koo Seoul National University
Ahrum Yoo The Asan Institute for Policy Studies

Two mass civil movements shaped Iran and Tunisia ten years ago. In
Iran, the political movement arose against a fraudulent presidential election
in 2009. In Tunisia, Ben Ali’s authoritarian regime collapsed by a mass civil
demonstration with the resentment on high unemployment, corruption, and
the lack of political freedom. According to Bayat, unlike the conventional
revolution, those two civil movements occurred spontaneously without a
certain ideology or ideologue. This article argues that the failure of neo-
liberalism policy in the 1980s led to the mass civil disobedience to the
status quo ante in Iran and Tunisia. There was the high expectation from
the people that neo-liberalism would enhance the level of political freedom
and the economy. The elite cartel, however, monopolized the benefit
of neo-liberalism policy and the authoritarian regimes strengthened the
violent political apparatus rather than opening the political freedom. There
has been the rising of economic polarization, the unemployment rate
and deteriorating social injustice with perpetual corruption in Iranian and
Tunisian society. Drawing on the discrepancy between the high expectation
on change and the harsh reality, the relative depression drove the mass
political unrest. Those civil movements and their aftermath are significant
markers for where Iran and Tunisia stand today. In this regard, this article

draws the analysis on the development process of those movements and
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their aftermath in the context of neo-liberalism.

Keywords | Iran, Tunisia, Green Movement, Tunisian Revolution, Neo-

Liberalism



