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Abstract

The Sekai and Korea:
The Japanese Progressive Intellectuals and the
Postwar “Tradition of Belief”

Sang-il Han Kookmin University

An important role of intellectuals in any society is to invent “tradition
of beliefs” by inheriting, reorienting, and transmitting social knowledge
and cultural values. This paper scrutinizes Japanese intellectuals’ role in
inventing a certain Japanese postwar “tradition of belief” toward Korea by
analyzing the monthly journal of Sekai (p#). First published in January
1946, the journal firmly established itself as a leading progressive journal,
upholding the principles of 1) “reflecting on the imperialist past and
war”; 2) promoting “social justice” and “freedom and democracy”; and
3) maintaining “fairness of criticism.” The Sekai is also one of the few
journals that paid both intensive and extensive attention to the events that
occurred in the Korean peninsula. By examining all types of materials
related to Korea in Sekai from its first issue in the 1940s to recent issues in
the 1990s, 1 argue that the journal produced a “tradition of beliefs” based
on prejudices and biases against Korea by presenting South Korea as a
“degenerating nation” and North Korea as a “paradise on earth” to the
Japanese people. Such a “tradition of beliefs,” in turn, played a negative
role in rebuilding Japanese-South Korean relations in the post Korean War

period.

Keywords | Sekai, progressive intellectuals, South Korea, North Korea



