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Abstract

Korean Research Trends in African Studies

Wonbin Cho Sungkyunkwan University

This study analyzes the research trends in African studies based on
scholarly works published in South Korea from 1955 to 2012. Many African
countries have experienced economic growth since the year 2000, marking
an average annual growth rate of more than 5%. Such a rapid economic
growth owes to the rapid growth of the economies of newly developing
countries such as China, India, Brazil, and Russia. Many African countries
have benefitted from providing these countries with a lot of natural
resources at a relatively good rate. In addition, many African countries
have institutionalized their democratic and political organizations ever
since “the third wave of democratization” swept through this region in the
1990s. These economic and political changes have led to an increase in the
number of research in African studies by South Korean researchers. Among
them, this article focuses on those researches of the social science. The
result of this study shows that, since the year 2000, the number of research
in African studies has dramatically increased and that the research themes
have also become more diversified. For example, many political scientists
have recently shown their interest in areas such as democratization, ethnic
conflict, Korean foreign policy regarding African countries and political
institutions, as well as in the elections in many emerging democracies

within the region. Also, many economists have recently explored the
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African market conditions and have analyzed the possibility of market
access by Korean companies. Finally, this study suggests that the quality of

research in African studies should catch up to their increasing quantity.

Keywords | Africa, area studies, democratization, economic development



