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Abstract

China’s Law Dissemination Campaign and
Ruling Elites

Young Nam Cho seoul National University

This article analyzes the law dissemination campaign which China has
been running for about twenty-five years since its implementation in 1986.
It focuses on the legal knowledge education of leading cadres (ingdao ganbuw
who are ruling elites in China, and makes efforts to explain why and how
‘governing the country according to 1aw’ (yifa zhiguo) was officially decided
as a new guiding principle at the 15th National Congress of the Chinese
Communist Party in 1997. First, it looks at the context in which China
decided to launch the campaign. This is followed by a brief investigation
of the outline of the campaign, identifying the methods of implementation,
involved organizations and agencies, and main target groups of legal
knowledge education. Then this article pries into the legal knowledge
education of the leading cadres, in terms of its curriculum and its
effectiveness. In conclusion, this article examines the political implications
of law dissemination campaign in relation to the political stability and

development in China.

Key Words | China’s political reform, rule of law, yifa zhiguo, law

dissemination campaign, leading cadres



