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Abstract

Dependant Area Studies and Emic Perspectives

Kyung-soo Chun seoul National University

We have been living a life deeply influenced by the so-called
‘postmodern’ culture transported from the West. Its influence has also
impacted the academia of area studies. Yet, from whose perspective did it
all begin with, and for whom? This paper starts from this question of mine.
Indeed, area studies as a field of study was founded and developed during
the cold war era, during which imperialists had turned it into a field of
their own benefit on the basis of their own needs. Since then, it has been
taken for granted that narratives in area studies, even in Korea, be narrated
from the North American or European perspectives without problematizing
whose perspective it should be written from. This has become a kind of
‘perspectival colonialism’ that which continues to be practiced today.

Area studies, however, should go back to asking the question, “For
whom are we doing area studies?” which is the question of perspective.
Studies should be conducted based on an emic perspective, with focus
moving from the politico-economic phenomenon to the socio-cultural.
An area is considered to be an imagined community, where the two
contrasting perspectives, the etic and the emic, both come into play.
Furthermore, the concept of area should be considered in a more positive
light, as a ‘product’ of the identity and the cultural sovereignty of people.

The old idea of an area as a place of management and control, as it was
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during the past days of imperialism, should now be changed to one of
commensalism for the residents of the area. Speaking of methodology for
future area studies, I suggest cultural sovereignty, which itself has built into
an dominant area of research on its own. Thinking back on the concept
of Emile Durkheim’s “social fact,” 1 suggest that we focus on gaining wise

ideas of truth rather than analytical facts.

Keywords | perspective colonialism, emic, etic, commensalism, area=school.






