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Abstract

Examining the Debates on the Arabian World
from the Critical Perspective of Orientalism

Hanjin Eom Hallym University

The Arabian world remains as one of the most unfamiliar areas even
though it attracted the attention of media the most amongst all areas
in the world during the post Cold War era. However, this area has
been considered one of the most open places to the West, in terms of
geographical, political, economic, and cultural aspects, since the early 19th
century. Why is it, then, that a place as open as the Arabian world should
appear to have the character of an isolated island, substantially different
from everywhere else? Is this image of the Arabian world real or made up?
In order to answer this question, this paper examines the major aspects
of the debate on the Arabian world, and then explains them in relation to
the Orientalist tradition. Although issues of identity have been a topic of
common interest in non-Western societies in the modern times, the topic
has received greater attention in the Arabian world or in the Oriental world
because of their geographical and historical affinity with Western Europe.
The relationship between the Orient and the West has been a core theme
in the modern Arabian thoughts. Another aspect of the debate on Arabian
world is the fact that they take the religion Islam as an important factor for
explaining almost any phenomenon in the Arabian world. This reveals their
indifference to secular or universal elements. The political and economic

interests of the West lie in the background of the discourse on any non-
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Western society, but it does so especially in respect to the Arabian world.
While Orientalism is a product of the interests of the West in the Orient
in the modern times, neo-Orientalism is an academic expression of the
interests of the West that emerged together with the phenomenon of re-

Islamization of Islamic societies.
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