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Abstract

Review of the Discourses on East Asian Community

Seung Woo Park Yeungnam University

Since the early 1990s, many Korean scholars in the humanities and social
sciences have been engaged in the discussions on East Asia, such as on the
issues of identity or community. Altogether, they form what can be called
the ‘discourse of East Asia, which is divided into four groups: the ‘economic
community discourse,” ‘political and security discourse, ‘East Asian identity
discourse,” and ‘alternative social order discourse.” This study examines the
theoretical and political arguments of each discourse, and identifies the
problems and limitations in each of them.

This study also suggests a new type of discourse of East Asia, which
I have termed, ‘East Asian Community discourse.” It is based on various
differing perspectives on the scope and meaning of ‘East Asia’ and the East
Asian community, and on the methods of creating a regional identity or
building a regional community. One of the purposes of this endeavor is to
facilitate communication among scholars of various disciplines, engaged in

the study of the discourse of East Asia.

Keywords | East Asia, discourse of East Asia, Fast Asian regionalism, East

Asian community, East Asian identity




