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Abstract

Review of Researches on Southeast Asian Economy
in Korea

Bun-Soon Park Samsung Economic Research Institute

This research is a survey on Southeast Asian studies undertaken in
Korea since the late 1970s, which analyzed them according to their
different themes, areas within Southeast Asia, and types of researchers.
This survey reveals that the Korea International Economics Institute (KIED
and Korea Institute for International Economic Policy kiep) have played a
leading role in the field of Southeast Asian studies, and that most of their
research outputs have been in the form of ‘policy briefing.’ In general, most
academic papers on Southeast Asia were on the topic of ‘policy advice.
In terms of time period, most research papers on Southeast Asia were
written after the 1997 Asian financial crisis and analyzing Vietnam was
relatively popular in particular. In terms of research topics, studies dealt
with not only on the economic issues of Southeast Asia, but also topics
related to Korea such as the business expansion environment for Korean
corporations, or the co-operative relations between Korea and Southeast
Asia. Yet, researches on Southeast Asian economy were mostly general
economic analyses that lacked depth or detail. In order to encourage more
research on Southeast Asia, university curricula must be reformed in order
to train students as experts. Moreover, researches should be more area-
focused, rather than based on international economics. The government

should also expand their support.
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