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Abstract

Standard Competition as a Hegemony Competition
in World Politics: U.S. Hegemony, Japan’s
Frustration, and China’s Challenge

Sangbae Kim seoul National University

This paper examines the world politics of hegemony competition be-
tween the United States and Japan, and between the United States and
China, from the perspective of standard competition. In particular, this
paper pays attention to the three-dimensional standard competition in the
fields of computer industry and Internet services as the leading sectors of
the 21st century. The concept of standard competition, adopted in this pa-
per, goes beyond the conventional understanding of the technical standard
competition in economics and management studies. Considering from the
perspective of international relations, the term ‘standard competition’ not
only refers to the international competition for standards in government
policies and industrial institutions, but also translates to a broader meaning
that which includes the standard competition for the technological visions
within industrial future, ideology concerning internet freedom, and within
identities in transnational cyberspace. Based on these concepts of standard
competition, this paper argues that Japan’s computer industry was frus-
trated by the so-called global standard power of U.S. computer software
companies in the 1990s. By doing so, this paper suggests a way of under-
standing the rising hegemony competition between the United States and
China in the 2000s from the perspective of the three-dimensional standard

competition in technology, institution, and ideology.
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