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Abstract

Japan as Number One (or Two):
The American Preference for Japan in the East Asian
Order, 1894~2014

Bruce Cumings University of Chicago

The United States view of Japan’s role in the region has been consistent
during the past 150 years. Japan accepted the West-dominated international
order and its role as a second Japan until the 1930s. Japan during the
pacific war was an exception. To the eyes of the Westerners, view of Japan
has been incessantly reinterpreted and reconstituted. After the end of the
Pacific War, a friendly US-Japan relationship was recovered by the arrival
of the Cold War in Asia while multilateralism was fragile. The US-centered
asymmetrical relations in East Asia including the US-Japan relations have
also been strengthened by historical and territorial problems. Problems
with the United States today concern its inability and ignorance of the
need for revising the existing order. It is likely that the country will not be
able to realize its will of maintaining Japan’'s status as a second Japan in
the region where inter-state relations have become aggravated with history

issues.

Keywords | US-Japan relations, the Pacific Ocean, hegemony, naval power,
East Asian international politics, Nietzsche, Foucault, herkunft (gencalogy),

entstebhung (emergence), alliance, history disputes






