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Abstract

The Significance of 1894~1895 Gabo Reform within
the Korean Political History and its Present-day
Implications: With a Focus on the Achievements,
Limitations, and Issues of the Coalition Cabinet of
Kim Hong-jip and Bak Yeong-hyo

Hyun Chul Kim Northeast Asian History Foundation

This paper reviews political shifts that occurred over a period of about
a year throughout the Gabo gaehyeok (#/riis Gabo Reform) from July 1894
when the Gunguk gimucheo (&R Deliberative Council for Military and State
Administration) Was established and up to July 1895 when the Interior Minister,
Bak Yeong-hyo, resigned. During the aforementioned period, progressive
figures such as Kim Hong-jip (4424, Bak Yeong-hyo Gthiz), and Yu Gil-
jun @ pushed ahead with a series of institutional reshuffles in order
to introduce the separation of powers, constitutional monarchy, and to
ultimately achieve national prosperity and defense. Particularly in the
Second Coalition Cabinet of Kim Hong-jip and Bak Yeong-hyo, attempts
were made to implement modern political, diplomatic, military, and police
systems under a separated monarch and cabinet structure. Such attempts
took place from the time Hongbeom sibsajo (iUl Fourteen Articles of Legal
Norms) Was promulgated in December of 1894.

As a result of limitations that surfaced from the Gabo Reform, Joseon
became a battlefield of the first Sino-Japanese War, with Japan intervening
in its internal affairs and its leadership being incapable of embracing calls
for reform that emerged from the grassroots and the intellectuals. Exposed

through it all was the progressive government officials’ failure to forge a
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political integration and the limitations of political leaders, including that of
Emperor Gojong (&59.

Reflecting on the experiences from the Gabo Reform, Korea, in the
twenty-first century, needs to assiduously strive to induce national
integration and consensus attuned to changes of the time. This is needed

in order for Korea to overcome crises and carry out successful reform.

Keywords | 1894~1895 Gabo Reform, Second Coalition Cabinet of Kim
Hong-jip and Bak Yeong-hyo, Hongbeom sibsajo (Fourteen Articles of Legal

Norms), constitutional monarchy



